





CONTENTS

Trends since 1959 . . . . . . . L e
Related TePOTES . . . . . . . i i e e e e e e e e e e
Definitions and explanations. . . . .. . ... ... . ... ... ... .. e
Nonresponses and allocations. . ... .. ... ... ... ... . i,
Source and reliability of the estimates. . . . . ... ... ... . . . .. ... .. ...

TEXT TABLES
Table '

A.--Persons below the poverty level in 1968 and 1959, by family status and race. . .. ... ...
B.--Distribution of persons below the poverty level in 1968 and 1959, by family status

and FaCe . . . . L e e e e e
C.--Change in families below the poverty level in 1968 and 1959, by age, sex, and race of

D.--Selected characteristlcs of families below the poverty level in 1968 and 1959, . .. ... ..
E.--Size of income deficit for families below the poverty level in 1968 and 1959, by sex and
raceof head . . . . . . . . .. .. e e
F.--Distribution of poor families and unrelated individuals and aggregate income deficit in
1968 and 1959, by sexand race of head. . . ... ... v ie it ittt i
G.--Persons below the poverty level in 1968 and 1959, by type of residence and race. . . .. ..
H.--Change in families and unrelated individuals below the poverty level, 1959 to 1968, by
type of residence and sex and raceofhead . . . . . . .. ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ...
I.--Weighted average thresholds at the poverty level in 1968 by size of family and sex of
head, by farm-nonfarm residence . - . . ... . oo 0L Lo o
J.--Comparison of poverty data in 1967, 1963, and 1959 for persons by family status and
farm-nonfarm residence, based on revised and original poverty definitions . .. ... ...
K.--Comparison of income and poverty data for 1966 based on original and revised editing
and allocation procedures . . L .ottt o
L.--Standard errors of estimated numbers of persons 1968. . o oo e
M.--Standard errors of estimated numbers of families; 1968. . . .. ... ... ...... e
N.--Standard errors of estimated percentages of persons: 1968. ... . ... .............
0.--Standard errors of estimated percentages of familiea; 1968 . . ... .. ... ... e

. DETAILED TABLES
Table

1.--Persons below poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by family status and sex and race of head,
for theUnited States, farmand nonfarm . . . . . . . .. ... .. . ... . ... . . e

2.--Families below poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by size of family and sex and race of head,
for the United States. . . . . . . .. ... ... . e s

3.--Families below poverty level in 1939 to 1968, by number of family members under 18
years old and sex and race of head, for the United States. . . .. ... ..............

4.--Families and unrelated individuals below poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by age, sex, and
race of head, for the United States. . . . .. ... ... .. .. . ... . . ... . ...

5.--Families below poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by occupation of longest job, sex, and race
of head, for the United States . . . . . . . .. . .. .. ... . .. ... . ...

6.--Families below poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by employment status, sex, and race of
head, for the United States. . . . . . . . .. . .. ... e

7.--Families and unrelated individuals below poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by number of
earners and sex and race of head, for the United States. . . , ... ... .............

8.--Families below poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by work experience, age, sex, and race of
head, for the United States. . . . . . ... ... . . .. . .. . e

9.--Persons in families below the poverty level in 1959 to 1968, by work experience, sex, and
race of head, for the United States. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .t

10.--Own children under 18 and under 6 years old in families below poverty level in 1959 to

1968, by work experience, sex, and race of family head, for the United States. . . . . . ..

o N

o IO n



CONTENTS )

DETAILED TABLES--Continued

Table Page
11.--Size of income deficit in 1959 to 1968 between poverty level and total income for families
and unrelated individuals, by number of family members under 18 years old and sex

and race of head, for the United States. . . . . .. ... ... ... .. 77
APPENDIX
Table Page
A-1.--Negro persons below poverty level in 1966 to 1968, by family status and sex of head, for
the United States, farmand nonfarm - . . . . . .. . ... ... ... o 107
A-2.--Negro families below poverty level in 1966 to 1968, by size of family and sex of head, for
the United States . . . . . . . . . it e e e e e e e e 108
A-3.--Negro families below poverty level in-1966 to 1968, by number of family members under
18 years old and sex of head, for the United States. . . . . ... ... ... ... . ..... 108
A-4.--Negro families and unrelated individuals below poverty level in 1966 to 1968, by age and
sex of head, for the United States . . . . . . . . ... . .. 109
A-5.--Negro families below poverty level in 1966 to 1968, by occupation of longest job and sex
of head, for the United States . . . . . . . . . .. . . i e e 110
A-6.--Negro families below poverty level-in 1966 to 1968, by employment status and sex of '
head, for the United States. . . . . . . . . . . . .. it e e o 111
A-7.-- Negro families and unrelated individuals below poverty level in 1966 to 1968, by number
of earners and sex of head, for the United States . . , . ... ... ................. 111
A-8,--Negro families below poverty level in 1966 to 1968, by work experience, age, and sex of
_head, fortheUnited States. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 112
A-9.--Negro families and unrelated individuals below poverty level in 1966 to 1968, by number
of earners and sex of head, for the United States . . . . ... .................... 113
A-10.--Own Children under 18 and under 6 years old in Negro families below poverty level in
1966 to 1968, by work experience and sex of head, for the United States . . . .. ... . ... 114

A-11.--Size of income deficit in 1966 to 1968 between poverty level and total income for Negro
families and unrelated individuals, by number of family members under 18 years old
and sex of head, for the United States. . . . . ..................: ... 115




POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES: 1959 TO 1968

‘This report presents data on poverty in the
United States from 1959 to 1968, The detailed
tables present data for each year from 1959 to 1968
separately for all poor, amnd two racial classi-
fications: (1) white and (2) Negro and other races.
Appendix tables contain data for 1966, 1967, and
1968 for Negroes alone, A description of the
poor in 1968 and some analysis of the changes
that occurred between 1959 and 1968 are offered.
Although the primary focus of this report is on
the United States as a whole, poverty data are
also presented for metropolitan and nonmetro-
politan areas, Selected data are shown separately
for the central city and suburban portions of
metropolitan areas. This is the first Census Bureau
report to present such detailed poverty data based
on the revised poverty definition adopted as the
official standard in 1969, (See Definitions and
Explanations, page 10Q, for a description of the
revised definition,) Summary data for the United

States based on the revised definition of poverty
in addition to an explanation of the modifications
made in the poverty definition were previously
published in “Revigion in Poverty Statistics, 1959
to 1968,” Current Population Reports, Series
P-23, No, 28,

TRENDS SINCE 1959

Persons below the poverty level,--Between 1959
and 1968 the number of poor persons in the United
States declined from 39 million to 25 million
(table A), The proportion of persons below the
poverty level declined from about 22 percent in
1959 to 13 percent in 1968. In both 1968 and
1959 the poverty rate among persons of Negro
and other races was about three times the rate
among whites. Persons of Negro and other races
accounted for about one-third of all poor persons
in 1968, The number of persons dependent on each

Toble A.~PERSONS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1968 AND 1959, BY FAMILY STATUS AND RACE
(Numbers in thousands)

1968 1959
Negro and Negro and
Selected characteristies Nzigo other Nzigo other
Total White races as Total White TAages as
. other other
races percent races percent
of total of total
Al]l PErSODS.i.esevsnereannarase| 25,389( 17,395 7,99% 31.5| 39,490| 28,484 11,006 27,9
In families....vovivrenacacnncnnns 20,695 13,546] 7,149 34,5 34,562|| 24,443| 10,119 29,3
Head, ,iverivnnrnararonrsonansans 5,047 3,616] 1,431 28.4 8,320 6,185| 2,135 25,7
Family members under 18 yearsl,.| 10,739 6,373 4,366 40,71 17,208|f 11,386 5,822 33.8
Other family members.......ee... 4,909 3,557 1,352 27.5 9,034 6,872 2,162 23,9
Unrelated individuals 14 years .
BN OVET ., .. vsverrssensvsmsnnennss 4,694 3,849 845 18,0 4,928 4,041 887 18,0
Average size of family.......,..... 4.1 3.7 5.0 (X} 4.2 4.0 4.7 {x}
Average size of family for fami-
lies having family members
under 18 years.......... P 5.1 4,9 5.6 (x) 5.2 5.1 5.5 (x)
Average number of family members
under 18 years per family with
such members,........cviveenaenns 3.2 2.9 3.7 (x} 3,2 3.0 3.6 (x}
PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
Al]l DerSONS...vvvvrsrnvannnans 12.8]| . 10,0 33,5 (x) 22.4 18.1 56,2 {x)
In families, .. .uvevinvansnrsonnnss 11.3 8.4 32,4 (x) 20,8 16,5 56.0 (X}
Head,  vvvrevecrveonnnanancnan 10,0 8,0 28,2 Ex) 18.5) 15.2| 50.4 (x)
Family members under 18 yearsl., 15,3 10.7 41.6 X) 26,9 20.6 66,7 (xX)
Other family Members.....sseecss 7.8 6.3 20.9 {x} 15.9 13.3] 42.5 (X}
Unrelated individuals 14 years
ANA OVET. ... vveereernrennneneanns 34.0 32.2 45,7 (x) 46,1 44,1 57.4 (x}

X Not applicable,
10ther than head and wife.







