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POVERTY CONTINUES TO DECLINE IN 1969

{Advance data from March 1970 Current Population Survey)

About 24.3 million persons were below the
poverty level in 1969, according to the results of
the Current Population Survey conducted in March
1970 by the Bureau of the Census. Between 1968
and 1969, the number of poor persons was reduced

- by 1.1 million, or by 4.3 percent, During this
beriod there was a decline in the number of both

white and Negro persons who were poor. Negroes -

comprised three-tenths of all poor persons in both

‘ 1968 and 1969. The number of poor persons who
were either members of families with a male
head or male unrelated individuals declined by
8 percent during this one-year period. However,
there was no measurable change in the number of
members of poor families with a female head and
poor female unrelated individuals between 1968 and
1969. The decade of the 1960’s has witnessed a
sizable reduction in the proportionof persons living
in poverty, The ratio of poor persons to the total
Population was 12 percent in 1969 ag compared with
22 percent in 1959,

In 1969, family members under 18 years of age
accounted for 35 percent of all white persons below
the poverty level as compared with 54 percentof all
Negroes who were poor. In contrast, persons 65
and over made up one-fourth of all poor white
persons and only one-tenth of the Negro poor.

Persons in families with a female head and
female unrelated individuals constituted 43 percent
of all poor persons in 1969, Of these persons, 37
percent were Negro,
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There was about the same number of families
below the poverty level in both metropolitan and
nonmetropolitan areas in 1969, Of the poor families
living in metropolitan areas, about 60percentwere
central city residents. Negroes accounted for 40
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percent of all poor families living in central cities .

as compared to 15 percent of those residing in
suburban rings.

In 1969, it would have taken 10.1 billion dollars
to raise the income of al] poor families and un-
related individuals above the poverty line, about
the same amount as in 1968. Whites accounted for
about 72 percent of the total income deficit in 1969,

The median income deficit for poor families
was about $1,000 in 1969, It was $900 for white
families and $1,250 for families of Negro and
other races., The difference in the median deficit
between white families and those of Negro and
other races is accounted for in part by the smaller
size of the average poor white family. The deficit
per family member was about $320 for families
of both racial groupings. '

The incomes of poor families headed by men
were cloger to the poverty level than those of
families headed by women., About 30percentof the
poor families headed by men had incomes within
$500 of their respective poverty lines as compared
to 20 percent for those poor families headed by
women, The deficit per family member for

For sole by the Superintendent of Documents, (.5, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, 10 cents,
Current Population Reports issued in Series P20, P_23, P-25, P_26, P_27, P_28 {summaries only), P_g0, and
P—65 are sold os o single consolidoted subscription at $8,50 per year, $2.50 additional for foreign mailing.




2

families with a male head was $300 as compared
to about $400 for families with afemale head,

This report excludes inmates of institutions and
unrelated individuals under 14 years, It includes
only those members of the Armed Forces living
off post or with their families onpost. The poverty
threshold for a nonfarm family of four was $3,743
in 1969 and $2,973 in 1959. For more detailed
definitions of the terms and concepts used in this

report, see Current Population Reports, Seri
P-60, No. 68. "More detailed poverty data fc
families and persons will appear in a reportin this
series to be issued later this year,

Since the estimates in this report are based on
a sample, they are subject to sampling variability.
Moreover, as in all field surveys of income, the
figures are subject to errors of response and
nonreporting.
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Table 1. Persons Below the Poverty Level in 1959 to 1969, by Family Status and Sex and Race of Head *
' {Numbers in thousands, Pergons as of March of the following year)
. 1
Family status 1966° | 19687 | 1967 | 1966" 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961 1960 1959
All Persons in Families and
Unrelated Individuels
TOLAL o vnrnrnesrnnnneavernnaneenees| 24,289| 25,380 27,7691 28,510| 30,424 23,185( 35,055 36,4361 38,625 39,628 | 30,851 29,450
In families.... 19,438 | 20,695] 22,771 | 23,809 25,614 | 28,358 | 30,912 | 31,498 | 33,623 34,500 34,925 34,562
Headivseenuvanransrannanananns 4,950( 5,047| 5,6e7| 5,784 e,200| e,721| 7,1e0| 7,554; 8,077| 8,391| 4,243| 8,320
Family members under 18 years 9,821 10,739 11,427| 12,146} 12,876| 14,388 15,736 15,691 | 16,630| 16,577| 17,288 | 17,208
Cther femily members......cqecvecvranes 4,667 4,909 5,677 5,879 6,538 7,249 8,016| 8,253 8,916| 9,54L| 9,394 9,034
Upnrelated irndividuals 14 years and over.. 4,851} 4,694 4,998| 4,701| 4,810} 4,827| 35,143 4,938| 5,002 5,1191 4,926| 4,928
Wit csacvareraecansanereaneransaens| 16671 17,395| 18,983] 19,290| 20,751 | 22,496 | 24,957 25,238 | 26,672 | 27,890 | 28,309} 28,484
IO FAMALAEE. » vt ernnnrernnnaneernnnnneeens| 12,709| 13,5461 14,8511 15,430 16,731 | 18,508) 20,716 | 21,149 | 22,613 | 23,747 | 24,262 | 24,443
HEBAd v vuvvvrvaneannrnenenrnrsnsnansans| 3,555 3,616| 4,056 4,106 4,481 4,824) .5,258| 5,406 5,887| 6,205| 6,115| 6,185
Family members under 18 yearsz PR 5,97 6,373| 6,729 7,204| 7,649| 8,595 9,573 92,7494 10,382| 10,614 11,229 11,386
Other family membErS.. .civveessvseenan.| 3,3771 3,557| 4,066| 4,120) 4,600| 5,089 5,885( 5,924 6,344| 6,928| 6,918] 6,872
Unreleted individuals 14 years and over.. 3,962 3,849| 4,132 3,860| 4,019| 3,988 4,241| 4,089 4,059 4,143 4,047 4,041
Negrd and other racesS.,....cvvvvenins 7,618| 7,994| &,786{ 9,220 9,673] 10,685 11,008 11,198| 11,953 11,738 11,542 | 11,006
IO FAMili88.sieusnresnarnnrennnnenanearasi 6,728| 7,149| 7,920} 8,379| 8,282| o9,850| 10,196 10,249| 11,010 10,762 | 10,663 | 10,119
Headesovanevarrnssasasannans . 1,395| 1,431 1,é611| 1,e78| 1,719| 1,897| 1,%02| 2,083| 2,190 2,186 2,128| 2,135
Family members under 18 years voo| 2,084 24,366 4,e98| 4,042 5,227 5,793 6,163 5,942% 6,248| 5,963| 6,059| 5,822
Other family mMembDeTE.ureacerransnrannsn 1,290| 1,352 1,621| 1,759] 1,936| 2,160 2,131| 2,31%| =,572| 2,613| 2,476| 2,162
Unrelated individuals 14 years and over.. 889 845 866 841 791 8439 902 845 943 976 879 887
Persons in Families With Male Head
and Male Unrelated Tndividuals
15,025| 17,17&1| 18,260| 19,579 | 22,127 | 25,084 | 25,339 27,394 | 28,830 29,188 29,100
13,705 | 15,8v3| 16,948 | 18,314 20,834 | 23,615 | 23,852 | 25,842 | 27,257 27,678 27,548
3,202 3,893| 4,063| 4,284 4,8051 5,338| 5,582 6,043) 6,437 6,288 6,404
. 6,330| 7,181 7,884{ 8,374 9,826| 11,3141 11,137 12,124 12,533 | 13,193| 13,062
Other family memberg.....csveveasessrsa 3,850| 4,083| 4,799 »5,00L| 5,556] 6,203| 6,963 7,133 7,675 8,2871 8,197| 8,041
Slarelated individuels 14 years and over,. 1,379| 1,320| 1,307 1,312 1,265| 1,293| 1,469| 1,487) 1i,552| 1,5Y3| 1,510| 1,552
fergong in Families With Female Head
and Female Unrelated Individuals -
TotBlesussssnnssoasmnssansvansrassas| 10,470 10,364 10,591 10,250 10,8454 11,058 | 10,971 | 11,097 11,231 -10,798 10,6631 10,390
In femilies..civreuseinnrannasansancransa 6,998 6,990} 6,898 6,861 7,300| 7,524 7,297 v,646| 7,781 7,252 7,247 7,014
Head....... raseaanan [ 1,804| 1,755| 1,774 L1,721| 1,816 1,916| 1,822| 1,972 2,034| 1,954| 1,9355| 1,916
Femily members under 18 years 43T 4409 4,248 4,282 4,502 4,562 4,422 4,554 4,506 4,044 4,085 4,145
Other family MembETS..uvuiarinranssrnn 817 826 878 g7 ggz| 1,046 1,053 1,120 1,241| 1,254 1,197 953
Unrelated individuals 14 years and over..| 3,4v2] 3,374 3,693| 3,389{ 3,545| 3,534 3,674 3,451 3,450 3,546| 3,416} 3,37
PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
All Persons in Families and
Unrelated Individuals
TotAl.csenemresnerorrarernansrarsss 12.2 12,8 14,2 14,7 15.7 17.3 19,0 19.5 21.C 21.9 22, 22.4
In families.ccvvisnerrrrenerrenrrorrareas 10.5 11.3 12,5 13,1 14.2 15.8 17.4 17.9 19.4 20.3 20,7 20.8
HeRd.iouivriannranranmtosnnansnanran “re 9.7 10.0 11.4 11.8 12.7 13,9 15.0 15.9 17.2 18.1 18.1 18.5%
14,1 15.3 16.3 17.4 18.4 20,7 22.7 22.8 4.7 25,2 26,5 26.9
Other family members,........c.... renre 7.3 7.8 9.1 9.5 10.5 11.8 13.3 13.8 15.1 16.5 18.2 15.9
Unrelated Individuals 14 years end over.. 33.6 34.0 38.1 38.3 38.9 39,8 42.7 44,2 4504 45,9 45.2 46,1
4 9.5 10.0 11.0 11.3 12,2 13.3 .9 15.3 l6.4 17.4 17.8 18.1
7.8 8.4 9,2 9.7 10,5 11.7 13.2 13.6 14,7 15.8 16.2 16.5
.. 7.7 8.0 2.0 9.3 10,2 1,1 12,2 12.8 13,9 14.8 14.9 15.2
eiea 9.8 10.7 11.3 2.1 12.8 14,4 16,1 16.5 17.9 8.7 20,0 20.6
Other family members....eeiensenesnssns 5.8 6.3 7.2 7.4 4,2 9.2 10.8 11.0 12.0 13,3 13.3 13,2
Unrelated individuals 14 years and over.. 31.8| 32.2| 36,5 36.1| 37.3| 38.1| 40.7| 42,0 42.7] 43.2| 43.0[ 441
3,1 33,5 .2 39,8 41.7 47.1 49,6 51,0 55, 56.1 55.9 56.2
29.9 32,4 36.3 38.9 41.1 46.8 49,1 5¢.5 55.3 55.6 55.7 56,0
26.7 28.2 32.1 33.9 35,0 3e.7 40.0 43.7 48,0 49.0 49,0 50.4
3.0 41.6 44.9 48,2 50.7 7.3 61.5 0.9 66.4 65,7 66,6 66.7
Other family members,...evvevaeranaenes 19.4 20.9 25,3 2.7 30.2 35.3 35,7 38.9 43.2 44,8 43,3 42.5
Unrelated individuals 14 years and over., 44,9 45,7 48,2 53,1 50.0 50,7 55.0 58,3 62,1 62.7 59.3 57.4

See footnotes et end of table.







